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Tom Southall, Deputy CEQ - Cold Chain Federation

Tom Southall, Deputy Chief Executive, is part of the leadership team at
the Cold Chain Federation, the UK's trade association for the
temperature-controlled logistics industry. With a background
including public sector policy and private consultancy, Tom leads the
Federation’s policy, research and advisory services which cover a wide
range of areas including energy and climate change, food safety,
health and safety and transport policy. The cold chain is critical to us all
and the Cold Chain Federation exists to provide a voice for this vital,
but largely unseen, part of the supply chain.
http://www.coldchainfederation.org.uk

Dr. Melanie Jans-Singh, International Innovation Lead - DESNZ

Dr Melanie Jans-Singh is Lead Technical Energy Advisor within the
Science and Innovation for Climate and Energy (SICE) directorate at
the UK Department for Energy Security and Net Zero (DESNZ).

Chris Griffiths, UK Technical Manager-Omega Solutions &
Environmental Committee Chair, Institute of Refrigeration

Chris Griffiths is a Chartered Engineer and holds a First-Class Honours
degree in Building Services Engineering from the University of the
West of England. He is on the Board of Trustees for the Institute of
Refrigeration and currently chairs the IoR's Environmental Committee.
He is UK Technical Manager for Omega Solutions, a Net Zero Energy
Consultancy specialising in delivering practical engineering solutions,
\ M training, and software for HVACR applications."




Jordan Tomes, Senior Technical Lead - Epta UK

With nearly two decades of experience in commmercial refrigeration, Jordan has
developed deep expertise through a diverse career at Epta. His journey has
spanned designing innovative display cases, leading technical marketing
initiatives, and driving commercial management strategies. Now, as he embarks
on an exciting new chapter with Epta Technica, Jordan is leveraging his expertise
to drive consultancy and spearhead innovation.

By actively collaborating with industry partners and academic stakeholders,
Jordan is committed to fostering meaningful advancements that support the
decarbonisation of the cooling industry. He firmly believes that true innovation,
grounded in practical experience and open collaboration, can deliver real,
measurable impact in the pursuit of a more sustainable future

Sami Ure, Director- Phase Change Material Products Ltd

Sami Ure is a Director at Phase Change Material Products Ltd (PCM
Products), a UK-based company specialising in advanced thermal
energy storage and PCM technologies. He supports the company's
strategic growth, business development, and the commmercialisation of
innovative cooling and energy storage solutions across a wide range of
sectors, including buildings, cold chain, renewable energy, and
industrial applications. Working closely with industry and research
partners, Sami is committed to advancing sustainable thermal
management technologies that improve energy efficiency and
contribute to the transition towards a low-carbon future.

Manuel Camacho, Technical Director - ) & E Hall International

Manuel Camacho is Technical Director at J & E Hall International. He
has more than 30 years of worldwide experience in industrial
refrigeration systems using both naturally and non-naturally
occurring fluids. Some of his projects include critical cooling systems
for HMS Queen Elizabeth and HMS Prince of Wales, the Large Hadron
Collider at CERN, jet engine test facilities, and solidification of
combustible waxes, within many other petrochemical, chemical,
pharmaceutical and food processing applications. He is a Fellow of
the Institute of Refrigeration and represents J & E Hall at the
International Refrigeration Committee (IRC) and at the British
Refrigeration Association.




Professor Judith Evans, LSBU

Professor Judith Evans is a leading expert in food refrigeration
operations, focusing on the entire food cold chain from harvest to
consumer. With 35 years of experience, her research has spanned
various topics, including frozen storage of meat, consumer food
handling, and improving the performance of domestic and
commercial refrigeration systems. Currently, she is dedicated to
reducing energy use and emissions in the food cold chain while
optimizing refrigeration processes.

Dr. Xinfang Wang, University of Birmingham

Dr Xinfang Wang is a Co-Investigator of Reef-UKC, Member of The
Senate, and Group Leader of Resilient Systems for Energy and
Cooling (ReSet Cool) in Birmingham Energy Institute. She is also
the UK Energy Research Centre's (UKERC) EDI champion and sits
on the UKERC Research Committee, advising on its strategy and
priorities of flexible fund.

Xinfang has published in top scientific journals and parliamentary
POSTNotes in the fields of energy and cooling. She has a strong
background in whole systems research for Net Zero energy and
the cold chain, especially from behaviour, public perception,
economic, business model, innovation system and policy
perspectives.

Prof. Bing Xu, Heriot Whatt University

Prof. Bing's research focuses on banking and investment analytics by
modelling the impact of uncertainty on banks/firms’ performance,
their lending/investment and risk-taking behaviours. She is also
passionate on scrutinizing the causes of sustainable finance gap, and
the consequences of climate-related risks on firms' performances
and access to finance. Another strand of Bing's research is around the
design of multidimensional frameworks (e.g., DEA, multi-criteria
decision-making analysis-based approaches) to evaluate energy
strategies and prediction models. She also has works around
modelling/forecasting oil prices and studying the dynamic impact of
oil price shocks on the economy.




Dr Catarina Marques, Senior Research Fellow-LSBU

Dr. Margues has over 18 years of experience in funded research projects
across food science, refrigeration, and district heating and cooling. Her
PhD work on domestic refrigerators earned the prestigious Ted Perry
Award from the Institute of Refrigeration in 2012. She has successfully
bridged the gap between academia and industry through an industrial
CASE award PhD and two Knowledge Transfer Partnerships with
Adande Refrigeration, where she also led the engineering department
and contributed to award-winning product development.

Gerard Davies, Senior Portfolio Manager - EPSRC

Gerard Davies is a Senior Portfolio Manager in the Energy and
Decarbonisation theme of the Engineering and Physical Sciences
Research Council, EPSRC, part of UKRI. In his time at EPSRC he has
led EPSRC work on Decarbonising Heating and Cooling and on two
large funding opportunities in the area delivering £30M of research
funding. His current portfolio covers Decarbonising Agriculture and
Bioenergy, he is the theme contact for Programme Grants and he is
the EPSRC contact for the Supergen Bioenergy Hub. He has worked
in EPSRC for 10 years and has also been in the Manufacturing theme.
In life before EPSRC he researched artificial neural networks and
taught A Level Mathematics.

Dr Ehsan Baniasadi, Lecturer - Keele University

Dr Ehsan Baniasadi is a Lecturer in Engineering at Keele University, with
more than a decade of academic, research and industrial experience in
mechanical engineering, sustainable energy systems, hydrogen
technologies and renewable-energy-driven thermal systems. His
research focuses on the numerical modelling, experimental evaluation
and sustainability assessment of decarbonisation technologies,
particularly hydrogen production, thermal energy storage, low-carbon
fuels, refrigeration systems and energy-efficient industrial processes.
Before joining Keele University, Dr Baniasadi was a Senior Research
Fellow at Aston University, where he worked on sustainability modelling,
intelligent energy assessment and digital-twin-enabled clean cooling
technologies.




